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WEEK 1 :: NEW LIFE

Genesis 1:26-31, John 10:10

WEEK 2 :: NEW PURPOSE

John 17:9-21, 2 Corinthians 5:18

WEEK 3 :: NEW POSITION

Hebrews 10:1-18, Hebrews 12:7, Romans 8:14-17

WEEK 4 :: NEW IDENTITY

Romans 6:1-14, 2 Corinthians 5:17

T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S



To You, Dear Disciple:

At its core, the CLOSER method is a way of studying your Bible.
CLOSER is an acronym for a series of questions and exercises
designed to lead you into a deeper understanding of God's Word.

However, knowledge is not the goal. The goal is transformation
that leads to multiplication. Jesus called us to not only be disciples,
but to be disciple-makers (Matthew 4:19 and 28:19-20).

Simply put, discipleship is teaching others to follow Jesus.

So this book is meant to be done with a partner. Whether you are
in need of discipleship or you are ready to disciple someone, reach
out and ask someone to study along with you. You might be using
this workbook in a CLOSER group- and that's great. If you aren't in
a CLOSER group or connected with anyone right now, be
encouraged to find a partner today. Making the journey with a
friend makes it so much richer.

Either way, my prayer is that you will be blessed in this time of
self-study. The Lord is worth pursuing and his people are worth
serving. Let's be intentional about growing closer to Him and to
each other.

Much Love In Him,

Julie Keeler
CLOSER Creator and Author



The CLOSER Method
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CLOSER is an acronym for a series of questions and exercises designed to lead you into a
richer understanding of God's Word. Whether you are brand new to Bible studies or have
been a believer a long time, this method will help you to discover truths about God and His
Word. Take a look at the types of questions you will find...

CONTEXT
Reading about a time period and culture that is so different than our own can be fascinating
and bring clarity. When you consider the circumstances of the people and the historical
context of the text you are reading, you are more likely to understand the true meaning
intended by the author.

LOOK 
Simply skimming God's Word isn't enough to gain a good understanding of who He is and
what He is doing. This section will prompt you to look closely at each line of His Word
through the use of key words.

OBSERVE
Once you have examined each line of the text, you will be guided to make specific
observations that are important to the topic.

SUMMARIZE
By this point, you have probably observed some new truths that have interested you. Take
some time here to put it all together in your own words.

EXPAND
You are part of the story, too. View the storyline of the Bible to include you. Thoughtfully
consider how God is using you to continue to accomplish his big plan for the world.

REMEMBER
Prayer and Bible memorization are powerful tools for growth. This section will help you to
connect with God, remember what you learned, and apply it to your life.



WEEK 1
NEW L IFE
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OPENING QUESTION

What does it mean to have new life in Jesus?

Real Life

Real life on earth is found in God. That may sound strange to you or
you may not fully understand why that is. As with most things, to
understand why something is, you have to go back to the beginning. 
In the second chapter of Genesis, we see the account of the Garden of
Eden and how God intended life to be for men and women.

In the Garden, life was perfect. Man walked with God and related
perfectly with Him on all levels: physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. In that perfect state, God gave man significance, purpose,
and fulfillment. Man and woman walked and talked with God (Genesis
3:8). They were naked and unashamed (Genesis 2:25). God meant good
for mankind. He made them with desires in their heart and then
fulfilled those desires with good things. It was man, through sin, that
destroyed God’s good purposes.



Look
Read through Genesis 1:26-31 in the margin. As you
read, look for the words likeness, image, and good.
Underline or circle them.

Observe

26 Then God said, “Let us make
man[a] in our image, after our
likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens
and over the livestock and over
all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.”27 So God created man in
his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and
female he created them.28 And
God blessed them. And God said
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth and subdue it,
and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of
the heavens and over every
living thing that moves on the
earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold,
I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is on the face
of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit. You shall
have them for food. 30 And to
every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the heavens and to
everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every
green plant for food.” And it was
so. 31 And God saw everything
that he had made, and behold, it
was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning,
the sixth day.

a. (adam) mankind

What do you notice is said to be very good?

God gave man and woman good things. What would
you say are some of those things that God gave to
them? See verses 1:26, 1:28, and 1:29.

Read Genesis 2:17. What did God say would happen if
they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil?
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Genesis 1:26-31 ESV

Read Romans 6:23. What is the bad news and the
good news in this verse?

What does Jesus promise in John 10:10?

A CLOSER LOOK AT NEW LIFE

Context :: Genesis
Genesis is the account of how God created all that we see:
the heavens, the earth, the sea, the plants and the animals.
He created mankind last. The word for "man" (Adam) in
Genesis is the generic term for mankind and becomes the
name of the first man: Adam.



FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH #1
We have been made alive to God and can enjoy
the benefits of life with him now and in eternity.
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WEEK

1

Words to Define 

Man:

Likeness:

Image:

Eternal Life: 

Summarize

Watch the video from Week 1. 
Take notes from the video here:

Now that you have studied your Bible and
watched a teaching on the topic of our new life,
summarize in two-three sentences what you have
learned. Focus specifically on new things that you
learned and what you want to remember.

STOP. 



Expand 

Remember 

How have you experienced the result of
the Fall in your own life?

How does it change your outlook to know
that this was not how God intended it and
that you now have been given life?

What benefit do you want to claim today
in your life? How can these benefits help
you overcome feelings of inferiority,
insecurity, inadequacy,  guilt, doubt, or
shame?

Write John 10:10 here and commit it to
memory this week.

Write a prayer to the Father claiming this
week's foundational truth and thanking Him
for the benefits of your new life.

If you see the benefits of His restoration in
your life or someone else's this week, recount
the experience here:

A CLOSER Look at Our NEW LIFE
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WEEK 2
NEW PURPOSE
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OPENING QUESTION

What would you say is your purpose in life?

OR

Share something you did from last week's homework.
 
 

Purpose
Why am I here? Who am I? Does my life matter? These are
questions that exist in the heart of every human being. Why
do we ask ourselves these questions? Because we were made
for more than this life here on earth can offer. We were made
by God for His purpose. 

That may sound fatalistic to some, as if God is just a puppeteer
and we are His puppets, but really it is a great promise and a
great hope.  The God who made this universe with all its
awesome and unfathomable attributes- the sun to distinguish
the day, the moon to light the darkness and the stars to paint
the sky- has made you and I for a purpose as well.  

Sadly, many of us question our purpose. We may feel like our
life doesn’t really matter or that we are just going through the
motions of life trying to survive. The problem is that we have
been trying to find our purpose apart from God.



A CLOSER Look at Our NEW PURPOSE

Look
Read through John 17:9, 13-21 in the margin. As you
read, look for how Jesus defines our purpose..
Underline or circle the phrases.

Observe
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John 17:9, 13-21 ESV

9 I am praying for them. I am not
praying for the world but for
those whom you have given me,
for they are yours.  
13 But now I am coming to you,
and these things I speak in the
world, that they may have my joy
fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have
given them your word, and the
world has hated them because
they are not of the world, just as I
am not of the world. 15 I do not ask
that you take them out of the
world, but that you keep them
from the evil one. 16 They are not
of the world, just as I am not of the
world. 17 Sanctify them in the
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you
sent me into the world, so I have
sent them into the
world. 19 And for their sake I
consecrate myself, that they
also may be sanctified in truth.
20 “I do not ask for these only, but
also for those who will believe in
me through their word, 21 that
they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you,
that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you
have sent me.

What are some of the requests that Jesus makes to the
Father on our behalf? See verses 15, 17, and 21.

Based on Jesus' prayer, what would you say is our
new purpose?

Read John 13:34-35 as a group. What is another way
that the world will know we are his disciples?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 as a group. According to
these verses, what is our new job title?

Context :: John 17
Before Jesus death, knowing that his time was short,
had supper with his disciples and imparted his last
words of wisdom. He then ended with a time of
prayer for his disciples: both present and future. This
prayer is known as Jesus' High Priestly Prayer.



FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH #2
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WEEK

2

Words to Know 

joy:

minister:

reconciliation:

ambassador:

Summarize

Watch the video from Week 2. 
Take notes from the video here:

Now that you have studied your Bible and
watched a teaching on the topic of our new
purpose, summarize in two-three sentences what
you have learned. Focus specifically on new things
that you learned and what you want to remember.

STOP. 

Our new purpose is to be ministers of
reconciliation to both unbelievers and believers.



Expand

Is it easier for you to be a minister of
reconciliation with believers or
unbelievers?

What are some ways you can be a
minister of reconciliation in everyday life?
Think about your family, coworkers,
neighbors, and classmates.

How does it encourage you to know you 
are an heir to the Kingdom? How does that
change your outlook in life?

A CLOSER Look at Our NEW PURPOSE
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Write 2 Corinthians 5:18 here and commit it
to memory this week.

Be on the look out for how God wants to use
you as a minister of reconciliation this week.
Recount any experience here:

Remember 



WEEK 3
NEW POS IT ION
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OPENING QUESTION

What does it mean to be part of God's family?

OR

Share something you did from last week's homework.
 

The Law and Sin

Before Jesus came and reconciled all people to God, the Israelites were
considered to be God’s people. God chose them out of all the peoples of
the earth to show the world His holiness and justice. Sadly, even with
this great privilege and position, they sinned gravely against God. 

Yet God made a way for them to be made temporarily right with him.
It was the sacrificial system of the Law described in Leviticus. Part of
this Law included animal sacrifice to atone for their sins. The Jewish
nation lived by this Law for centuries in order to keep God’s favor. 

Under the New Covenant through Jesus, we are given a new position
that does not require the sacrificial system of the Law. Through Jesus’
sacrifice, we have a new position of permanent favor.



A CLOSER Look at Our NEW POSITION

Look
Have someone read Hebrews 10:1-9 in their Bible to
give you context. Then, read through Hebrews 10:10-
18 in the margin. As you read, look for the words
perfect and holy. Underline or circle them.

Observe
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Hebrews 10:10-18 NLT

10 For God’s will was for us to be
made holy by the sacrifice of the
body of Jesus Christ, once for all
time. 11 Under the old covenant, the
priest stands and ministers before
the altar day after day, offering the
same sacrifices again and again,
which can never take away
sins. 12 But our High Priest offered
himself to God as a single sacrifice
for sins, good for all time. Then he
sat down in the place of honor at
God’s right hand. 13 There he waits
until his enemies are humbled and
made a footstool under his feet. 
14 For by that one offering he
forever made perfect those who are
being made holy. 15 And the Holy
Spirit also testifies that this is so. For
he says,16 “This is the new covenant
I will make with my people on that
day, says the Lord:I will put my
laws in their hearts, and I will
write them on their minds.” 17 Then
he says,“I will never again
remember their sins and lawless
deeds.” 18 And when sins have been
forgiven, there is no need to offer
any more sacrifices.

Does a believer still sin?
What are we supposed to do when we sin?

What does God promise to do?

According to Hebrews 10:11, why did the priests have 
to continue to offer sacrifices?  

According to Hebrews 10:12, for how long is Christ’s
offering for sin effective? 

According to Hebrews 10:12, how many offerings did
Christ have to make?

According to Hebrews 10:14, how long will you be
perfect? 

In your own words, what is our new position?

Read 1 John 1:8-9 and answer these questions:

Read 2 Corinthians 7:9-10. According to these verses,
what does godly grief lead to?

Context :: Hebrews
Hebrews was a book written to Jewish believers. 
Due to intense persecution, they were returning to the
rights and rituals of Judaism for sanctification. 



Summarize

FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH #3
As a member of God's family, we have a
position of forgiveness and favor.

12

WEEK

3
Watch the video from Week 3. 
Take notes from the video here:

Words to Define 

perfect:

positional perfection:

holy:

sanctify:

cleanse:

Now that you have studied your Bible and
watched a teaching on the topic of our new
position, summarize in two-three sentences what
you have learned. Focus specifically on new things
that you learned and what you want to remember.

STOP. 



Expand 

How do the verses from Hebrews 10 and 
1 John 1 change your perspective on your
position?

Guilt can be a destructive emotion. How
have you seen guilt work negatively in
your life or the life of someone you know?

We say that God convicts us, not guilts us.
What do you see as the difference between
the two?

The Jewish believers were turning back to
the Law for their sanctification. What
external "laws" do you find yourself
turning to look, feel, or be good?

A CLOSER Look at Our NEW POSITION
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Write Hebrews 10:14 here and commit it to
memory this week.

Take some time in confession. Make sure you
end your prayer thanking the Father for the
forgiveness you have through Christ.

Pray and ask the Lord to send someone who
needs this truth your way. It may be a
family member or friend. Be open to His
leading and then share when the time comes.

Remember 



WEEK 4
NEW IDENT ITY
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OPENING QUESTION

What do you think of when you think of a person's identity?

OR

Share something you did from last week's homework.

Identity
How do you define yourself? Maybe like many, you define yourself
based on your job title or your role in your family.  Or maybe you
are caught in the trap of defining yourself based on your struggles
and sinful habits. Do you see yourself as the same sinner you were
before you came to faith, only now you have forgiveness? It is
common for new believers to define themselves based on either their
past or the current struggles. They have yet to fully realize the truth
that they have been given a new identity.



A CLOSER Look at Our NEW IDENTITY

Look
Read through Romans 6:1-11 in the margin. As you
read, look for the phrases old self and body of sin.
Underline them or circle them.

Observe
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Romans 6:1-11 ESV

1 What shall we say then? Are
we to continue in sin that grace
may abound? 2 By no means!
How can we who died to sin still
live in it? 3 Do you not know that
all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4 We
were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of
life.5 For if we have been united
with him in a death like his, we
shall certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. 6 We
know that our old self was
crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we
would no longer be enslaved to
sin. 7 For one who has died has
been set free from sin. 8 Now if we
have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with
him. 9 We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never
die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. 10 For the
death he died he died to sin, once
for all, but the life he lives he lives
to God. 11 So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus.

What does Paul want believers to know (vs. 3,6,9)

What happened to our old self?

What happened to our relationship to sin? (vs. 7)

What does Paul want us to believe or consider (vs.
11)?

What does 2 Corinthians 5:17 tell us we are now?

What does Galatians 2:20 teach us about our new
identity?

Context :: Romans
Romans was written by Paul, an apostle, to the
believers in Rome. Some were teaching that believers
could continue to sin because they had forgiveness
through their faith. Not only was Paul teaching that
this was not the way believers were to behave, but
he also wanted them to know that this was not
consistent with their new identity in Christ.



FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH #4
We are new creations in Christ. Through our 
co-death with Christ, the power of sin is broken.
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WEEK

4

Words to Define 

old self:

body of sin:

power of sin:

presence of sin:

Summarize

Watch the video from Week 4. 
Take notes from the video here:

Now that you have studied your Bible and
watched a teaching on the topic of our new
identity, summarize in two-three sentences what
you have learned. Focus specifically on new things
that you learned and what you want to remember.

STOP. 



Expand

Your job 
Your role in the family
Your relationships
Your success
Your work for the Kingdom

How do you typically define yourself and
how have you seen this to be destructive?
Consider the following possibilities:

Why do you think we tend to define
ourselves in these ways?

How could we begin to define ourselves as
Christ does?

How will this the truths in Romans 6 and
Galatians 2:20 change the way you handle
temptations to sin?

A CLOSER Look at Our NEW IDENTITY
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Write Romans 6:11 here and commit it to
memory this week.

Consider any sinful habits that you may
have. Are these habits defining you? Write a
prayer claiming the truths of Romans 6 and
asking the Father to show you how to walk
in the path of freedom.

Remember 


