
BOLD

A  C L O S E R  S t u d y  o f

PRAYER



Prayer can be such an intimate thing. It can be a
sweet moment of communication with our
Heavenly Father who loves us dearly. 

Yet prayer is so often misunderstood. We wonder
if we are going to do it right or if we are praying
the right thing. Even Jesus' disciples wondered
this and it is what caused them to ask Jesus how
to pray in Luke 11:1 . In their time, spiritual leaders
were known for rote, repetitious, and showy
prayers. But this was not what Jesus said the Lord
wants.

We see from Scripture that God wants bold
prayer. We may think that he is put off by this
kind of prayer, but really he honors it. Why?
Because he is a relational God who wants us to
come with him with our heart's desires. 

The Lord is actually bold towards us. We see in
Exodus that when the Lord wanted to speak to
Moses, he did a miracle to get his attention:

2 Then the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses
stared in amazement. Though the bush was
engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up.3 “This is
amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that
bush burning up? I must go see it.”4 When
the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look,
God called to him from the middle of the bush,
“Moses! Moses!”  

This is a beautiful picture of the Lord's desire
towards us. He goes to great lengths to get our
attention, and when He does, He is eager to
communicate with us. Our Lord is a good God. 
He is full of mercy and grace and He is always
ready to have a relationship with us.

BOLD
THE LORD'S DESIRE FOR US



WEEK 1

BOLD PRAISE AND
THANKSGIVING
Psalm 8

WEEK 2

BOLD REPENTANCE
Psalm 51

T A B L E  O F
C O N T E N T S

WEEK 3

BOLD PETITION
1 Kings 3:5-14

WEEK 4

BOLD INTERCESSION
John 17:9-21

When Jesus' disciples asked how to pray, Jesus' responded with what is
now called the Lord's Prayer.

"Pray then like this:
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil."  Mt 6:9-13

Jesus' words weren't as much a prescription for a rote prayer as much as
they were a guideline to orient our heart to the Father through
adoration, thanksgiving, confession, renewal, petition, and intercession.
Through this study, you will examine these closer, so that you, too, will
be able to say, "For yours (God) is the kingdom and the power, and the
glory, forever.  Amen."

The Lord's Prayer



To You, Dear Disciple:

At its core the CLOSER method is a way of studying your Bible.
CLOSER is an acronym for a series of questions and exercises that are
designed to lead you into a richer and deeper understanding of God's
Word.

However, knowledge is not the goal. The goal is transformation that
leads to multiplication.  Jesus called us to not only be disciples, but to
be disciple-makers (Matthew 4:19 and 28:19-20).

Simply put, discipleship is teaching others to follow Jesus.

So this book is meant to be done with someone. Whether you are in
need of discipleship or you are ready to disciple someone, reach out
and ask someone to do this with you.  

Sound scary? Well, hopefully you already have someone in mind
because you have been part of a CLOSER Community and have
found a friend to do this with.  If you haven't, that's okay, too.
Remember that the Lord is always with you and He desires this for
you, so you can be courageous in asking someone.

Either way, my prayer is that you will be blessed in this time of self-
study. The Lord is worth pursuing and your purpose is to serve His
people. So be intentional about growing closer to Him and to each
other.

Much Love In Him,

Julie
CLOSER Creator and Author



The CLOSER Method
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CLOSER is an acronym for a series of questions and exercises designed to lead you into a
richer understanding of God's Word. Whether you are brand new to Bible studies or have
been a believer a long time, this method will help you to discover truths about God and His
Word. Take a look at the types of questions you will find...

CONTEXT
Reading about a time period and culture that is so different than our own can be fascinating
and bring clarity. When you consider the circumstances of the people and the historical
context of the text you are reading, you are more likely to understand the true meaning
intended by the author.

LOOK 
Simply skimming God's Word isn't enough to gain a good understanding of who He is and
what He is doing. This section will prompt you to look closely at each line of His Word
through the use of key words.

OBSERVE
Once you have examined each line of the text, you will be guided to make specific
observations that are important to the topic.

SUMMARIZE
By this point, you have probably observed some new truths that have interested you. Take
some time here to put it all together in your own words.

EXPAND
You are part of the story, too. View the storyline of the Bible to include you. Thoughtfully
consider how God is using you to continue to accomplish his big plan for the world.

REMEMBER
Prayer and Bible memorization are powerful tools for growth. This section will help you to
connect with God, remember what you learned, and apply it to your life.
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Read the subheading of this psalm to get
an understanding of the context. Who
wrote this psalm and for what occasion?

As you read this Psalm, look for all the
qualities and characteristics of God that
David mentions in vs. 1-4. Write them
down or underline them in your Bible.

Praise often leads to thanksgiving.
Observe what David prays next in vs. 5-8.
Would you say he is thankful? What is
he thankful for/

Write your answers below.

CLOSER
BOLD PRAISE and THANKSGIVING :: Psalm 8
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Summarize the characteristics of God and
man’s relationship to Him into one
sentence.

Expand this truth to include you and your
life. What about this truth brings you
comfort or encouragement?

Remember these new truths by writing
your own prayer of praise. What do you
love about who God is and how he relates
to you?  Tell Him and thank Him.
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Read the subheading of this psalm to get
an understanding of the context. Who
wrote this psalm and for what occasion? 
(If you are not familiar with the story of 
David and Bathsheba, read 2 Samuel 11.)

Dig deeper into the story behind this psalm
by reading 2 Samuel 12:1-9.  Use it as a
cross reference to better understand
David’s regret and why he calls out for
mercy in vs. 1.  What words does the Lord
use to remind David of his sin against Him
(vs. 8 and 9)?

As you read Psalm 51, look for words and
phrases that reveal David’s heart attitude.
Write them down here or underline them
in your Bible.

Observe WHO David says he sinned
against (vs. 4) and WHAT he says the
Lord desires from him (vv. 16-17).

Write your answers below.

CLOSER
BOLD CONFESSION :: Psalm 51
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Summarize the attitude and the purpose of
confession.

Expand these truths to include you and
your life.  Do you always have the right
perspective of your sin?  Are you bringing
the Lord what He desires?

Remember these truths by writing a
prayer of confession for yourself.  Make
sure to  add in the WHO and the WHAT
of question 4 into your own prayer.  Then,
thank Him for the forgiveness given to
you through Jesus.

Note: Remember that at the time of David writing this psalm, Jesus had not yet come, and therefore neither had the
Holy Spirit taken up a permanent home in a believer’s heart.  Old Testament Jews were anointed by the Holy Spirit
but could lose that anointing.  This is important to know when reading David’s words. Notice also that David calls
Him the God of my salvation (vs. 14).  Even in the midst of his sin, David was resting in the promise of salvation
that was to come through Jesus.
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Read 1 Kings 2:1-4 to understand the
context of this prayer.  Who is Solomon? 
What is happening to David at this time?

As you read 1 Kings 3:5-14, look for the
reason for Solomon’s prayer, his heart
attitude, and what he asks for. Write
them down here or underline them in your
Bible.

Observe the Lord’s response.  Is this what
you would have expected?  Why or why
not?

Write your answers below.

CLOSER
BOLD PETITION :: 1 Kings 3:5-14
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Synthesize the truths you learned into one
sentence that clearly identifies a good
heart attitude for petitioning and God’s
response to such an attitude.

Expand this to include you and your life. 
Does this give you boldness in petitioning
for yourself?  What bold request do you
want to bring to the Father?  What heart
attitude do you need?

Remember these truths by writing a
prayer of petition for yourself.  Pray it to
the Lord.  Did you get a sense of
confirmation as Solomon did?  If so, thank
Him for that.  If not, thank Him that He
will reveal His good will in His timing.
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In John 17, Jesus prays his great High
Priestly Prayer.  This prayer is for his
disciples and for future believers like you
and me.  Read John 16:32-17:1 to understand
the context and occasion of this prayer.  Go
back to John 13:1 for additional clues if
needed.

As you read John 17:9-21, look for all the
things that Jesus asks will be given to his
disciples and to future believers. Write
them down here or underline them in your
Bible.

Observe the types of things Jesus prayed
for. What do you notice?

Write your answers below.

CLOSER
BOLD INTERCESSION :: John 17:9-21
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Synthesize Jesus' request into one sentence. 
What was his main concern?

Expand this to include you and your life. 
How are you living according to Jesus’
prayer?  What areas do  you still need to
grow in?

Remember these truths by writing a
prayer of intercession for your loved ones. 
Include some of the things Jesus prayed for
us.  Thank Him for the Word and the
Holy Spirit working in us to sanctify us.


